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PLANNING BOARD MEETING, February 13, 2017 

 

Present:  Debbie Holmwood, Chairman 

   Ernie Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman 

   Joseph F. Sheehan 

   Paul J. Donohue 

   Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

Absent:  Alfred P. Porro Jr. 

           

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Debbie Holmwood, Chairman, 

in Room 11, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski  to approve the minutes of January 23, 2017, seconded 

by Mr. Donohue.  

VOTE  4-0  motion passed 

 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – SIGNS, Basics Carpet & Furniture, 658 Washington Street, 

Neal Wigetman, owner 

 

Mr. Wigetman explained that he is requesting new signage at 658 Washington Street. They 

are proposing to install a 16 s.f. primary wall sign that says “Basics Carpet & Furniture.” The 

sign will have a white background with a series of black squares that have white lettering 

within the black squares.   

Ms.Holmwood asked if they were going to install goose neck lighting and Mr. Wigetman 

agreed to this. 

  

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the sign request for Basics Carpet & 

Furniture, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
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VOTE  4-0 motion passed 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – SIGNS, Simon Accounting & Tax CPA, 10 Cottage Street, 

Simon Akkary 

 

Mr. Akkary explained that he is requesting new signage at 10 Central Street. He would like to 

install a small free standing sign that would hang below the existing free standing sign. The 

proposed sign is 3.4.s.f. with a white background and red and blue lettering of the name of the 

business.  

 

Mr Akkary is also proposing to install a small wall sign on the left side of the entrance of the 

building. The wall sign will be 2 s.f. and have the same colors as the free standing sign.A 

secondary wall sign is proposed for the corner of the building, the sign is 2 s.f. and is primarily 

a directional sign.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the sign request for Simon Accounting & Tax 

CPA, 10 Cottage Street, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  4-0 motion passed 

 

CON’T PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN REVIEW, 

McDonalds, 31 providence Highway, Bohler Engineering 

 

Present: John Kucich, Bohler Eng.  

  Representative from McDonalds 

 

Mr. Sheehan read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 

December 15, 2016 and December 12, 2016. 

 

Mr. Kucich explained they are proposing to raze the exiting McDonalds and Lens Crafters 

building to construct a new stand alone McDonalds restaurant. Mr. Kucich stated that as part 

of the permitting process, they need a Major Project Special Permit Site Plan Review and two 

Special Permits, one for signage and the other for landscaping on the property. They still have 

to apply for a Variance from the ZBA for the number of drive-through windows.  

 

Mr. Kucich gave an overview of the property location and the improvements that will be made 

to the new building.  

 

Mr. Sheehan mentioned the improvements that are being proposed for that intersection and 

wanted to know if they took that into consideration. Mr. Kucich said that this was mentioned 

at one of the department meetings and this development will not have an impact on the 

roadway improvements to Route One and Everett Street. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that the bylaw says that landscaping buffer along Route One should be 

20 ft. and they are asking for 10 ft.  Mr. Kucich noted that the bylaw states the landscape 

buffer should be 20ft. from Route One but it allows 10 ft. as long as they provide 50% more 

landscaping on the site. The landscaping proposed exceeds what is required. 
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Ms. Holmwood said that she would like to see less parking spaces and more green space. Mr. 

Kucich stated that they are proposing less parking spaces than what is currently there. Ms. 

Holmwood noted that when you come from Westwood you see trees and green space but 

when you come to Norwood all you see is black top. 

  

Mr. Sheehan asked about the “Welcome to Norwood” sign and where it would be located. Mr. 

Kucich said it was suggested that the sign be located at the intersection because it’s more 

prominent, but they are willing to work with the Town on the location.  

 

A McDonald’s representative stated that this McDonalds will be a prototype for all future 

restaurants. The Play Place is large enough to make this a destination place.  

 

The Board discussed reducing parking spaces and adding more landscaping. Mr. Kucich 

stated that they are looking for a Special Permit for a reduction in the amount of plantings. Mr. 

Paciorkowski asked what the difference is in the number of plantings. Mr. Kucich said they 

have 250 plantings throughout the site, currently they have 149 plantings in the buffer and 

they would have to bump this up to 224 plantings. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he had suggested spreading the plantings throughout the site. Mr. 

Kucich agreed to remove 4 parking spaces and to add plantings there in order to meet the 

zoning requirements.  

 

Mr. Kucich moved on to the drive-through windows stating there are three windows. The third 

window is for special orders. Mr. Kucich noted that because they are asking for a third 

window they have to go to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that he is willing to work with McDonalds to have them return to the 

Board with a revised landscaping plan to see if they can find space for all the plantings needed 

for the site to comply with zoning.  

 

Mr. Kucich began the discussion on the signage. They are requesting special permits because 

they have more signs than they are allowed under the Bylaw. One “McDonalds” wall sign, 34 

s,f, located on the front of the building and will be internally illuminated. Two “M” logo wall 

signs 14 s.f. each located on the red hearth element of the building, one facing Route One and 

other on the west side of the building. They will be internally illuminated. These signs comply 

with bylaws.  

 

One “M” logo sign, 14 s.f. located on the north side of the building facing the Town of 

Westwood and it will be internally illuminated. This sign exceeds the number of secondary 

wall signs and they are seeking a Special Permit.  

 

One “McDonalds” wall sign, 34 s.f. located on the side of the building facing Route One, 

internally illuminated. This sign also exceeds the number of wall signs allowed and they are 

seeking a Special Permit.  
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One “M” logo wall sign, 14 s.f. located on the side of the building facing Route One, 

internally illuminated. This sign exceeds the number of wall signs allowed and they are 

seeking a Special P  ermit. 

 

One “McDonalds” sign, 34 s.f. located on the west side of the building where the drive-thru 

windows are located, internally illuminated. This sign exceeds the number of wall signs and 

they are requesting a Special Permit.  

 

The Planning Board discussed the signage requests. The applicant will present renderings of 

the requested signage, what is allowed and what needs a special permit.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the applicant has met with the department heads and the comments 

that were made have been taken care of. Mr. Halkiotis said that the applicant has agreed to 

eliminate one McDonald sign. Mr. Halkiotis had indicated to the applicant that they would 

like to have the ZBA decision on the drive-thru windows before the Planning Board takes 

final action, but this will take at least another month.  

 

Mr. Kucich noted that going before the ZBA will not make any difference to the site, if the 

ZBA does not approve the third window, it just goes away. They would like to continue with 

the process and make the requested changes.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue the Public Hearing for McDonalds, 31 

Providence Highway until February 27 @ 7:15 P.M. seconded by Mr. Donohue. 

VOTE  4-0 motion passed 

 

 

DISCUSSION – Town Meeting Articles 

 

Planning Board Term 

 

Ms. Holmwood told the Board that she is trying to get together a warrant for Town Meeting to 

change the Planning Board term from 5 years to 3 years. Ms. Holmwood said that she found 

that a lot of people would not run for a Planning Board position because the term was 5 years 

and she thought there would be more participation if it was just three years like the ZBA. 

 

Sign Bylaw 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that he received information on amendments to the sign bylaw 

and he will give them to the Board for the next meeting.   

 

Recreational Marijuana 

 

Mr. Halkiotis also received a draft bylaw that would establish a moratorium on establishments 

that would like to sell recreational marijuana. Town Council is also drafting a ballot question 

that would go before the voters this spring that would give voters the opportunity to prohibit 

the sale of marijuana and growing establishments in Norwood.  
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Zoning Map Amendment 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he has received a zoning map amendment request for a property 

located on Everett St. which is a triangle piece of land that is surrounded by limited 

manufacturing and they would like to change the property to manufacturing.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. .Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  4-0 motion passed 

 

 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access. A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


